


Food, Fuel, Medicine and Our 
Traditional Economies

















Grandma Eliza Morrison’s 
Diary 1870

Feb. 28th – 900 trees in 3 days 
(2 adults, 3 kids)

May 2nd – 1,000 lbs x .16 = $160        
( 200lb+ FAMILY)

@$18lb = $18,000 for 64 days of work 



Ontonagon, Michigan 1880

248,000 pounds of maple sugar sold to east 
coast businessmen (rum?)

In 2014 prices of $55 gallon = $1,705,000

In 2014 prices of $18 a pound = $4,460,000

VALUE ADDED PRODUCTS = $5,115,000 
(3x Syrup)































   Rusk County) – Just South of Sawyer County & Edgwater
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